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March Food Drive 2012
101 Creative Ways to Raise Food/Funds

Part 1: SALES

1. Food for Funds. Cook Sloppy Joes or prepare a soup lunch. Invite coworkers to dine and request donations or charge per item for Neighborhood House.
2. Executive Service. Ask your management staff, Board of Directors, or school principals to serve breakfast or lunch to everyone. Employees/students will give a donation to have their meal served to them by management.
3. A Picture Says A Thousand Words. For a $5 donation employees/students can have their picture taken while sitting at CEO/Principal’s desk. Use a digital camera so you can the pictures to each individual!
4. 50/50 Raffle. This is probably the simplest of all fundraisers. Sell tickets during a meeting for a fixed price ($1, $5 or $10 work well). Put all the tickets into a bucket and draw for a winner. The lucky winner gets half of the money raised from ticket sales and the other half goes to the Neighborhood House food shelf.
5. The Guessing Game. Fill a large jar with virtually any item, as long as it takes a lot of them to fill the jar – candy is a great example. Players will pay $1 to guess how many items are in the jar and the closest guess wins the jar and its contents.
6. Ice Cream Social. What better way to get ready for summer than an all-you-can-eat ice cream social? Ask employees/students to give a donation for all the scrumptious ice cream and toppings they can eat.
7. Bake Sale. Ask your fellow employees/students to put on their baking caps and try out a new recipe. (Or several!) Cookies, candies, cakes, pastries – anything sweet will do. You can charge by the plate or per item. Leftovers? Don’t worry, just have a ½ price sale at the end of the day.
8. Country Store Day. Set up a “store” of nonperishable foods that can be donated to the Neighborhood House food shelf by the door of your place of worship. Members of your congregation can purchase items from you and then deposit those items in a donation box inside.
9. How Sweet It Is. Use a traveling desert cart to sell homemade desserts at a congregational dinner, and donate the proceeds to the Neighborhood House food shelf.
10. Ice Cream, You Scream. Sell ice cream cones at a congregational dinner, and donate the proceeds to the Neighborhood House food shelf.
11. Support “Pops” Up. Rent a popcorn machine and sell fresh popped popcorn during the afternoon.
12. Grilling Out. Barbecue brats and/or burgers in the parking lot at noon after worship services. Charge for the meal to benefit the Neighborhood House food shelf.
13. Sing-a-long. Sell singing telegrams with the proceeds going to Neighborhood House.
14. Rummage Sale. A great excuse to clean out your closets! Get together with your neighbors to hold a rummage sale benefitting the Neighborhood House food shelf.
15. Brunch Buddies. Hold an annual brunch or tea, and charge admission. If you can, have a special guest of interest to attract attendees. Proceeds can be donated to Neighborhood House.
16. Good for the Heart. Sponsor a run (or a walk, bike, skate or dog walk) around the lake, and raise pledges for the food shelf.
17. March-a-thon. Sponsor a __-a-thon. Fill in the blank with an activity that your youth group/fellow students/fellow employees would want to do for an extended period of time. Any fun activity works – dance, karaoke, checkers, storytelling, bowling, you name it! Participants can raise pledges for the food shelf.
18. Congregation Supper. Hold a pancake supper on Shrove Tuesday, or a “Soup and Sermon” series during Lent. Admission or a free will donation can be donated to Neighborhood House.
19. Auctions and Raffles. Have a live or silent auction of merchandise, weekend get-aways and dinners, services like dog walking or babysitting, skills like carpentry or special items like quilts or handmade pies.
20. Smoothie Operator. Find a simple smoothie recipe (one that will let you substitute many kinds of fruit so everyone can have something they like,) and set up a smoothie stand at work or school. Keep a cooler on hand for ingredients like milk and yogurt, and ask members of your organization to lend their blenders to the cause. Ask for cash or food donations in exchange for a delicious blended treat!
21. Baby Clothes Resale. Collect gently used baby clothes from your friends, family, neighbors and coworkers. Hold a sale with the proceeds going to Neighborhood House. You can also charge a modest entry fee, such as $1.
22. School “Butler” Auction. Auction off seniors to be “butlers” for a day. All classes must be attended but butlers can carry books, fetch lunch and clean out lockers. This will be popular with students in the lower grades!

Part 2: COMPETITIONS

23. Free Throw Challenge. Have students try to make as many free throws as possible in one minute, or play a game of lightening. Charge a small admission fee or ask for a food donation to participate, and the winner gets to announce the next basketball game (or any other cool prize).
24. Spiking for Soup. Students can donate a can of soup or $1 for a chance to defend against the volleyball team’s best spiker. Anyone who blocks the spike gets their name chanted at the next game.
25. Guess the Baby. We all have at least one embarrassing baby picture buried in our photo albums. Display baby pictures of each employees and have a contest to see who can guess which baby is who! Sell guess sheets for $5 and donate the proceeds to Neighborhood House.
26.  A Little Healthy Competition. Pit department against department, classroom against classroom, team against team. Offer rewards to the group that donates the most! (Examples: pizza parties, gift certificates donated by local businesses, a front-row parking space for a month.) Let employees wear jeans to the office each day they bring a donation and call it “Can Suits” or “Beans for Jeans.”
27. Trivia Night. Find a venue like a church meeting room or a school auditorium and hold a trivia contest. Charge a flat fee for people to participate and create both individual and team challenges and a special round for kids. Offer prizes for the winners, such as gift certificates or small trophies. You can raise extra money by selling finger foods, sweet treats, and beverages to the players.
28.  Categorical Foodsense. Create competitions with lots of categories, and award a winner in each category. Who can bring the largest individual donation? The most protein? The most unusual food? Or have participants match their weight with pounds of food. 
29. Put Put Challenge. Run a putting challenge – set up a single hole and provide a putter and a ball. Players pay $1 per stroke until they sink the ball. Those that make a hole-in-one can be posted for recognition.
30. School Rules. Different departments/grades can compete against each other to see who can raise the most meals. Keep a running tally posted in a visible area, and offer a pizza party or donut breakfast to the winning group.
31. Winner Winner Chicken Dinner. Challenge a neighboring congregation, or another congregation of the same denomination, to compete to raise food shelf donations. Weekly updates on progress will keep the competition fueled throughout the month. The “losers” can host a supper or worship service for the “winners,” or the congregation leaders can agree on a stunt that will be performed by the minister of the “losing” congregation.
32. Guess What? A box of groceries is placed in a convenient location. In exchange for a can of food, folks can make a guess at what items are in the box. Whoever gets the most items right wins! (Give goofy prizes like a kazoo or party store items.)
33. Weighty Matters. Have the congregation try to match the total weight of the congregation’s council or board of directors in food donations.
34. Jelly Beans or Full Bellies. Fill a jar with jelly beans or other small items and sell chances to guess how many jelly beans are in the jar. The proceeds go to the Neighborhood House food shelf and the winner (with the closest guess) gets to keep the jar!

Part 3: REWARDS

35. Rock the Vote. Have employees/students vote with their spare change (or even dollars) for an executive or teacher who will have to complete a silly activity. The individual with the most votes could have to shave their head, kiss a cow, or be hit in the face with a pie.
36. Denim Days. This is one of the easiest and most effective ways to raise money in the workplace. Employees can pay $5 to dress down for the day. Give everyone who participates a sticker so they can show their support. Place a sign in the reception area announcing the Denim Day to alert clients and visitors that employees may be dressed down. (Make the employee campaign manager’s job easy by appointing a few people to help collect donations per floor/section.)
37. Have a Pajama/Dress Down/Costume/Crazy Hair Day. Students can wear pajamas (or jeans, or fun costumes, or crazy hair… you get the idea) if each student brings a can of food to donate. Make sure to get the approval of your school for the dress down theme ahead of time!
38. PTO Goal. The President/CEO definitely needs to be on board for this one, but it’s a great motivator. Set a very high goal for food/funds for your March food drive. If you meet or exceed it, everyone gets an extra day of PTO!

Part 4: DISPLAYS

39. TP the VP. Employees  collect toilet paper, detergent and personal care products and fill the Vice President’s office with donated items.
40. Theme Days. Fill a playpen with infant formula on Monday. Plant a “garden” with canned vegetables on Tuesday. You fill in the rest of the week, and have fun!
41. CAN-struction. Canned goods make great art! Work together with your fellow employees/students to make something beautiful from nonperishable food items. (Get inspired! Medtronic employees made Pixar’s Wall-E robot and Edina Realty employees made houses.) Display your creations proudly before donating the materials to the Neighborhood House food shelf.
42. CAN-struction Challenge. Turn can sculpting into a competition! Host a contest for the best canned food sculpture. Create categories, such as funniest, scariest or biggest. Leave the sculptures on display for a week before donating the cans.
43.  Give Them a Hand. Create colorful paper cutouts of hands, and sell them to employees/students for $1. Write the donor’s name on the hand and post it in the lobby/cafeteria/somewhere public to recognize their generosity.
44. Progressive Display. Make a giant paper thermometer (try shaping it like a can!) to measure progress toward your goal. Post the thermometer in the break room or lobby so everyone can see it.
45. Hunger Fast. Encourage your friends and family to skip one meal, and giving the money they would have spent to the food shelf.
46. Pack-Up a Pick-Up. Sponsor a day when members of your congregation bring their bags of donated food and place them in a pick-up truck (or several trucks). The caravan of trucks then delivers the food to Neighborhood House.
47. Lunch Time Shenanigans. Have fun with lunch time/lunch room games! Build a canned-food castle or a cereal maze – encourage everyone to contribute “construction materials” and, once you’re done playing, donate everything.
48. A Tisket, A Tasket. Everyone brings a food item to work and drops it off at the door of a coworker with a note: “This is my food drive donation in honor of you.” The worker puts the donation in the bin and pins the note to a bulletin board. See how fast the board gets filled up!
49. Overflowing Donations. Place an empty canoe (or any large, interesting container) in the narthex and challenge members to fill it up with donations by the end of the month.

Part 5: JUST DONATE!

50. A Match Made for Hunger. BlueCross BlueShield and other companies match employee donations to local food shelves. An easy way to double your donations!
51. Foods “Most Wanted.” Use the food shelf “wish list” and designate an “item of the day” for people to donate every day.
52. Macaroni Mondays. Assign a different food to each day of the week: Macaroni Mondays, Tuna Tuesdays, etc. Let coworkers know each day’s theme a couple days ahead of time.
53. Donation Bags. Distribute plastic or paper bags to your coworkers and ask them to take it home over a weekend and bring it back on Monday full of food. Attach a food shelf “wish list” as a reminder of the items needed.
54. Donation Envelopes. Distribute envelopes to employees, students or congregation members with instructions for making a cash donation to Neighborhood House.
55. Loose Change. Have a “loose change” bin prominently displayed in your company’s cafeteria or break room. As employees eat lunch they can put their loose change in the collection bin to donate to the Neighborhood House food shelf.
56. Penny Wars. Find a large (clear) glass or plastic jar for each department. Have a race to see who can fill theirs up with the most pennies. Make it interesting – adding bills or larger coins to an opposing team’s jar acts as a penny-subtractor! (Example: a $5 bill in team A’s jar means they must subtract 500 off their total at the end of the contest.)
57. Food Scavenger Contest. Have a scavenger hunt for food! Youth groups bring the food shelf “wish list” and go door-to-door (with appropriate adult supervision) to ask for donations of the items on the list. Assign point values to the most-needed items.
58. Cultural Foods Day. Have an ethnic day – Italian Day, Asian Day, etc. Everyone bring donations of foods commonly associated with that culture.
59. Neighborhood Pantry Clean-out. Distribute flyers to your neighbors, telling them you’ll be coming around on day/time to collect canned food items. You’ll be doing them a favor by helping them clean out their pantry, and they’ll be doing a huge favor to families in need!

Part 6: EVENTS

60. Telethon the Night Away. Invite a few of your friends over and tell them to bring their parents’ address books. Spend an evening holding a telethon and asking people to donate canned food goods. Tell them they can drop their donations off at your school, or arrange to pick them up at their convenience.
61. Chili Challenge. Hold a congregational dinner where batches of progressively hotter chili are served. (Dress the server of the hottest as a fire fighter!) Or, challenge members to a chili cook-off! Sell tickets to the chili tasting as a fundraiser.
62. Purim Costume Parade. During a Purim celebration, have a costume parade for children, and bring food or cash donations to the food shelf.
63. Movie Night. This is a great idea for those who work or go to school in a building with a media room that has a large screen. Ask for a $2 donation to see the movie and $1 for a bucket of popcorn.
64. Game Night/Lunch. Host a game night or lunch party with your friends and coworkers. Whether it is Bunko, Euchre, Poker or your favorite board game, this is bound to be an evening of fun. The host provides refreshment (or do a potluck) and prizes if you wish. Then each guest will bring a $10 donation as their entry fee to the party.
65. Smash Out Hunger. Get a junkyard dealer to donate a car (with all dangerous fluids removed) and charge $2 per hit with a sledgehammer. Provide protective goggles. 
66. Special Events. You can partner your food drive with a special event, using four or more cans of food as a full or reduced admission.
67. House Party. Does someone at your business, school or church have a spectacular home or great view of the city?  Consider hosting a party with admission donations benefiting the Neighborhood House Food Shelf.
68. Start Things off Right. Schedule a fun kick-off event to create interest in the food drive.  For example, hold an office party in which admission is a food or cash donation to the drive.
69. School Spirit. Holding a dance or football game? Ask students to bring a can of food for a discount on their admission ticket.
70. Cake Walk. Have local members donate the cakes and sell tickets for participation. Ticket sales benefit Neighborhood House’s food shelf and there’s a winner every round.
71. Local History. Organize a bus tour of historic local sites or historic churches. Ticket sales will benefit the Neighborhood House food shelf. For historic churches, add an organ concert at one or more sites. 
72. Choral Support. Sponsor a choral concert to be aired on the local radio station. Cash donations are phoned into the radio station. Or host a concert of solo vocalists, choirs, and instrumentalists in a house of worship.  Ticket proceeds benefit the Neighborhood House Food Shelf.
73. Food n’ Fun. Hold a benefit puppet show or clown act for donations.
74. Personal Provisions. Host a March Food Drive party at your home. Individuals invite guests and serve dinner and pleasant company in exchange for either food donations or cash.
75. The Tackier, the Better. Host a tacky “debutante ball” or “prom” party as a fund-raiser. Encourage participants to dress as tackily as possible in old formal wear. The admission cost goes to the food shelf.
76. Tacky, Take Two. Hold “Tacky Outfit” and/or “Tacky Tie” Day: invite everyone to wear their tackiest. Take cash “votes” for the person wearing the tackiest outfit and/or tie.
77. Bagger for a Day. Contact a local grocery store to bag their customers’ groceries for the day. Get a short lesson from their staff baggers and get tips from customers to donate to Neighborhood House’s Food Shelf.
78. Book Club Fundraiser. Read a book about hunger issues and sell refreshments during the ending discussion. Or get a local bookstore to donate the books and sell them to club members, proceeds going to the Neighborhood House Food Shelf.
79. Put your Talents to Work. Are you a great cook? Or have a friend who’s a great dancer? Hold a “lesson” in your home and ask your friends to donate for admission. 
80. Freezing for Food. Minnesota has no shortage of cold water to jump in to. Raise funds for your team to take the plunge and have lots of warm blankets and supportive spectators present. Life jackets and paramedics are a must for an event like this.
81. Take a Drive. Contact local car dealerships and see if they are willing to bring a few luxury cars down for a test drive course. Set up cones in a parking lot. Charge people to take a test drive around the lot to see what it is like to drive that ultra luxury vehicle You can encourage dealership participation by making sure they know they can bring a sales person to give people the sales pitch.
82. Facebook for Families in Need. Do all the members of your congregation/school/ corporation know the ins and outs of Facebook? Hold a class to help them get a start on social media. Three cans of food gets them into the class.
83. Waiting for Dollars. Substitute in for the wait staff at a local popular restaurant. Create a special menu with the owners and have the staff go over instructions with your volunteers. Tips can go to the Neighborhood House Food Shelf. 
84. Windshield Washing. In partnership with a local fast food place, wash the windshields of customers and ask them for donations. After a short pitch about Neighborhood House at the beginning, volunteers with squeegees and cleaning solution clean windshields and collect donations. 
85. Poker Tournament. Players donate money for chips, playing a couple rounds until you get a winner. The winner can either be a cash prize from the donations or something else that your business can donate. Check local laws for gambling permits.
86. Poetry Slam. Work with a local coffee shop to have them donate a portion of their drink sales to the people that attend your poetry slam/book reading/open mic etc. They’ll be happy for the free advertising and the extra customers on a later Friday or Saturday night.  
87. All You Can Eat Bar. Sell ticket sales to an all you can eat potato/spaghetti/dessert bar. Discounts can go to advance sales to promote ticket sales.
88. Yoga/Fitness Donation Class. Hold a free and open to the public yoga/fitness class. Suggest a donation of any amount for people to take the class. Talk a little about what Neighborhood House does at the beginning of the class and how people can get involved.

Part 7: OTHER FOOD DRIVE IDEAS

89. Visible Goals. Create a “thermometer” or chart to track the progress of your event’s fund raising and food donation goals.
90. Facebook Challenge. Find someone to donate $1, $2, 0r $3 to the Neighborhood House Food Shelf for every new “like” your company’s Facebook page gets. You get advertising and support hunger relief at the same time!
91. Picture Perfect. Take pictures of people putting food in bins. Post them in your department with a reminder to bring food.
92. Timing is Everything. Run bake sales, donut sales or sell bagels. Sales are often the most brisk right after worship or before classes begin.
93. Palette Posters. Make posters about the food drive and put them up in locations where people can see them. Pass out fliers with a list of nonperishable foods and other items people should donate.
94. Market it. Get the word out through your school’s morning announcements, newsletters, e-mails or Web site.
95. Team End Hunger. Encourage teams to choose a mascot, motto, team name or cheers. The sillier, the better!  
96. Stretch your Support. Encourage cash donations. A dollar goes a long way to bring food to people in need. It’s also easier to store, deliver and easier and count.  Give your creative spirit an outlet  
97. Colorful Displays. Make colorful posters noting the specifics of your food drive. Include Together Inc.’s “most wanted foods” list and facts and figures about hunger. Display posters in restrooms, hallways, lunchrooms and classrooms.  
98. Creative Name Here. Identify your drive with a name such as "Gifts From the Heart," "Feed the Need," "Omaha Can," etc.  
99. Bags for Bellies. Decorate bags for participants to take home, fill with food and return.  
100. Did you know? Via your workplace’s e-mail system or public address system, distribute a hunger fact for each day of the drive. Quiz people at random and hand out little prizes to people who remember the facts.
101. [bookmark: _GoBack]Let’s Brainstorm! Contact Riley Karbon, Volunteer and In-Kind Donations Coordinator, at 651.789.3626 or rkarbon@neighb.org to brainstorm more creative ideas!
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