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March Food Drive 2012
Food Drive Action Kit: Work Fundraiser

Soup Lunch to Strike Out Hunger

Logistics

· Location. Where do employees gather to eat? Decide whether to set up in the lunchroom or reserve a larger room for the event.
·  Date. Any weekday lunchtime during March works great! Plan around your office schedule to find the most convenient time. 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. is often ideal.
· Prepare a list of invitees. Invite your department, floor or the whole building. Enlist coworkers to help ladle out soup.
· Send invitations. Calendar invitations are simple and convenient for your invitees to accept. Send them 1-2 weeks before the event. Keep it brief! Include a fact or two about Neighborhood House’s food shelf. Send a quick reminder the morning of your soup lunch.
· Contributions. Decide in advance of the amount you want to charge for your soup lunch and include this information in your invitation. $5-$10 works well. Tell your coworkers they can be served a hot lunch in exchange for their tax-deductible donation. Checks should be made out to “Neighborhood House.”

Materials

· Beverages. Include beverages in your soup lunch if you would like. Sodas, water, coffee.
· Main course. Two or three kinds of soup; try to make sure you have something for everyone!
· Other foods. Include bread or crackers as a side, and cookies or brownies for desert.
· Other materials. Make sure you have plenty of napkins, plates, bowls, spoons, cups (both hot and cold). Bring ladles and a crockpot or large bowl for each kind of soup. You may also want a coffee maker, creamer and sugar, cooler or ice bucket for sodas, coffee servers and a pitcher for water.
· Cleanup. Keep on hand dish cloths, towels, garbage bags, paper towels and waste baskets.

Promoting the food shelf

· Set up a table with a basket for contributions, near the door where people will enter/exit. Include copies of “Food Shelf Facts” (found at www.neighb.org/MarchFoodDrive), donation envelops (Neighborhood House will provide) and pens.
· Include a brief program about the Neighborhood House food shelf. Invite a Neighborhood House staff member to come to speak about the food shelf and answer any questions. End the program by giving your personal reasons for supporting Neighborhood House, and end thanking your guests for coming and contributing.



Follow-up

· Deliver the contributions and leftover materials to Neighborhood House.
· Thank contributors. Everyone who donates to Neighborhood House at your party will get a thank you note and tax receipt from Neighborhood House. You may also send a thank you email to your floor/department/building.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Questions? Contact Riley Karbon at 651.789.3626 or rkarbon@neighb.org. 


Recipes

Southwestern Chicken and White Bean Soup (Prep time: 15 min./Cook time: 8 hrs.)


www.neighb.org/MarchFoodDrive

1 tbsp vegetable oil
1 lb skinless, boneless chicken breast, cut into 1” pieces
1 ¾ c chicken broth
1 c chunky salsa
3 cloves garlic, minced
2 tsp ground cumin
1 16 oz can small white beans, drained and rinsed
1 c frozen whole kernel corn
1 large onion, chopped


Heat oil in a 10” skillet over medium-high heat. Add the chicken and cook until well browned, stirring often.  Stir broth, salsa, garlic, cumin, beans, corn and onion in a 3 ½-quart slow cooker. Add chicken. Cover and cook on low for 8 to 9 hours or until chicken is cooked through.

Quick and Easy Clam Chowder (Prep time: 10 min./Cook time: 8 hrs.)

1 10.75 oz can condensed cream of celery soup
1 10.75 oz can condensed cream of potato soup
1 10.75 oz can New England clam chowder
2 6.5 oz cans minced clams
1 quart half-and-half
1 pint heavy whipping cream


Mix all ingredients together in a slow cooker. Cover and cook on low for 6 to 8 hours.
image1.jpeg
sy

Neighborhood House™




